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THE CHRISTMAS PARTY
���  Annual Christmas Party was
held on Wednesday December 9th

at the Royal Canadian Legion,
Branch 527, at 948 Sheppard

Avenue West, with about 44 persons in
attendance, a figure somewhat lower than
last year.   The meal was very good and
comprised of roast beef, Yorkshire
Pudding, roasted potatoes a bean medley
and fruit salad for dessert.  The Disk
Jockey did a good job and everyone
seemed to enjoy themselves.  The
Committee will be meeting soon to
discuss next year’s party and as we
deliberate, we are aware that there is
somewhat of a split in opinion among
members, that being, some members
would like a day time event, so they do
not have to drive long distances in the
dark and those members who say that the
evening is the time to party.

*** 

OUR RECYCLE GUYS
���  guys answered the call again
on November 19th past, when they
cleaned out Earl’s garage of
crushed pop cans, which they took

to the scrap dealer and earned $199.36.
From there they went to Mississauga and
picked up a load of the large cans which
earned them $368.94 when they got back
to the scrap yard.  There were a few
miscellaneous items that brought their

total for the day to the grand sum of
$642.62 to further enrich our Charitable
Donations Fund.  Thanks to Earl
Crawford, John Adams and Tony
Saunders.

***

NOMINATIONS
��	
  nomination time again and you are
encouraged to throw your hat in the ring
and run for one of the positions, that are
so necessary to permit your Association
to run effectively.  If you are planning to
nominate someone for office, you should
write out the nomination and get your
nominee to sign it, thereby showing his
agreement to run.  All nominations should
be in the hands of the Secretary prior to
March 1st 2010.  Positions open for
nomination are:- President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer,
Executive Board Member (4 positions)
and two auditors. 

***

NOTICE
���
��
� wishing to pay or enquire about
dues should contact Ernie Thorn at 416-
2 2 1 - 8 6 9 6  o r  e - m a i l
efthorn@sympatico.ca

***
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Mon Day
02 01 Al Black
02 02 Les Bursey
02 03 John Campbell
02 04 Paul Davis
02 04 Wes Massey
02 05 George Pollitt
02 06 Ray Ellis
02 06 Barry McMahon
02 07 Al Surrey
02 09 Doug Holt
02 10 Robert Taylor
02 12 Stan Curry
02 12 Gary Nystrom
02 13 Norm Hosking
02 13 Hugh Pearce
02 14 Val DeLory
02 16 Ken Smith
02 17 Lorne Burbidge
02 18 Warren Lindsay
02 19 Les Boutilier
02 20 Charles Jennings
02 21 Dave Vaughan
02 22 Dan McGillion
02 25 Wayne Greer
02 25 David Wickstead
02 28 Gary Leeman
03 05 Jack Bourdon
03 06 Dan Gibson
03 06 Phil Williams
03 07 Ahti Leino
03 09 Cliff Craddock
03 11 Robert Patterson
03 11 George Powell
03 12 Mike Cooper
03 12 David A White
03 14 Victor Johnson
03 15 Jim Facer
03 15 Paul Swift
03 16 Ed Arsenault
03 16 Steve Lalone
03 18 Neil McConnell
03 18 Bill Stone
03 19 Bob Matthews

03 25 Don Sproxton
03 26 Al Copping
03 26 Bill Morrow
03 27 John Goldson

***

ADDRESS UPDATES
Robert Burgess - 17 Devondale Street,

Courtice, Ontario L1E 1S2, 
1-289-240-6628

Hugh Pearce -825 - 1400 The Esplanade
Rd, N, Pickering, Ont.. 
L1V 6V2, 905-837-7878

Douglas Smith - 48 Bella Vista Trail,
Alliston. Ontario, L9R 2C6 

***

MAJOR MEDICAL 
AND INSURANCE PREMIUMS

���
  does not apply to the more recent
retirees, but only those who have to share
the “benefit premiums” with the City of
Toronto. The City of Toronto sent out
notices in the latter part of December and
early January, notifying the affected
persons of the new rates and the dates
for remitting payments.  Do not risk your
benefits due to late remittance of your
premiums.  Snowbirds take note.

***

SNOWBIRDS PICNIC
����  be held on Thursday March 11th 2010
(about Noon), at Lake Seminole Park,
(between Starkey and Belcher).  Norm
Hosking will be your contact person at
727-945-9501.

***
What is the similarity between air 

traffic controllers and pilots?
 If a pilot screws up, the pilot dies; 

If ATC screws up, .... The pilot dies.
***
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DOUGLAS HOLT
February 9th 1934 - January 8th 2010

������������ passed away in a Peterborough

Hospital early on the morning of January 8th 2010.
Doug had long been taking dialysis and apparently
suffered a severe infection and died of peritonitis.
He rested briefly at the Comstock Funeral Home in
Peterborough, followed by a Memorial Service in
the Chapel, on Wednesday January 13th past. He
retired from the North York Fire Department as
Chief Training Officer.  The North York Retired Fire
Fighters formed an honour Guard and performed
the Bell Ceremony.

***
GARY MUGFORD

����� passed away at age 63, on Friday January

3rd 2010 after suffering a heart attack.  He rested
briefly at Turner and Porter, Neweduk-Erin Mills,
Funeral Home, in Mississauga, followed by a
Memorial Service in the Chapel on Thursday
January 7th 2010.  Gary was  a Toronto Fire
Fighter before amalgamation.  He was promoted to
the rank of Platoon Chief and posted to North
Command.  He became a member of The North
York Retired Fire Fighters Association.  

***
JAMES MACINTOSH

�����������
�� passed away on December 18

2009 after a three year battle with ALS (Lou
Gehrig’s disease).  A Memorial Service was held
for Jim on January 14th 2010, at the Toronto Police
Association Building on Yorklands Blvd.

***
 FORMER NORTH YORK 

January 21st 1931 - November 23rd 2009 

����  of you will remember John Chreptyk who

resigned from the North York Fire Department on
July 7th 1969, in order to return to his trade as a
“roofer”.  John passed away on November 23rd

past, in his 79th year, after a struggle with
leukemia.  A Memorial Service was held for John
on November 27th 2009 in Fenelon Falls.

***
WAYNE NYSTROM

��������
���� , brother of Gary passed away

on December 19th 2009,at the age of 62, after a
long and difficult struggle with Melanoma.  Wayne
slipped away peacefully at home amid family.

***

HELEN LAZOREN

�������������� sister of Grant Bonner passed

away in hospital on December 28th 2009 at age 70
after a struggle with emphysema. 

***
JOHN COPP

����� �!!� the husband of Carol passed away

on Sunday November 29th 2009, at the age of 79
years.  He rested briefly at the R. S. Kane Funeral
Home in Willowdale, followed by a Funeral Mass
on December 4th past at St Edwards Catholic
Church in Willowdale.  Many of you knew Carol
when she worked in the North York and later the
Toronto Pay Office.

***    
 FORMER NORTH YORK

May 29/1937 - December - 2009

"�

� �����#
� deceased on December 29th

2009, while in McMaster Health Centre, from
complications suffered after surgery.  A Funeral
Service was held for Ross, at the Coutt’s Funeral
Chapel in Cambridge, Ontario on Tuesday January
5th 2010.  He was a member of the North York Fire
Department for twenty three years, until 1987.   

*** 
SICK LIST

"���  ��
��� entered Sunnybrook Health and

Sciences Centre at the beginning of December
Past, and had a large tumour removed from his
brain.  At last report, he was at home and doing
well.

*
�������  ��$%��#� remains in North York

General Hospital with little change.
*

��
���

��� slipped in the bathtub some time

back broke his right ankle, bruised his hip and
suffered a concussion and spent four days in
South Lake Regional Hospital.  He recuperated
well from that and was able to get out and around.
More recently, on January 9th past, Wes suddenly
stopped breathing, while out shopping with Mary.
Fortunately he was near a fire station and North
York General Hospital and he was revived.

*
"����#� ���&��� had  cataracts removed from

both of his eyes in December at North York
General Hospital.
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FAYE WROTE
���  ������ ,  I want to thank you for
putting Jack's death announcement in
The Golden Age Communicator and
sending me a copy. At his wake we were
pleased to visit with many of his firefighter
friends who shared remembrances and
gave words of support.  Thanks everyone!
Jack loved his job as a firefighter and his
coworkers, especially when he was
working for North York Fire Department.
A few days later the familly visited Les
Boutilier and Gord Hazlett at Les's hunt
club and held a memorial service at his
favourite hunting spot.  I've always
enjoyed reading your newsletter about
events and his former colleagues and
their families, so I hope you can start
sending it to me by e-mail now.
Sincerely,  Faye, Lisa and Carrie and familiy

***

LOCKING YOUR VEHICLE
'�����  say, that when you are
in a public parking area, it is
good advice to lock your
vehicle by pressing the lock

button inside the car.  It would appear that
some thieves have an electronic means of
getting into your vehicle, if you use your
key chain device to lock it as you leave it.
It would appear that they sit and watch for
a potential victim and then clone their
security code, that travels the air waves,
as the soon to be victim, locks the doors.
   (Taken from material from David Bell)

***

HAVE YOU HEARD? 
(��  know that all potatoes have eyes.
Well, Mr. and Mrs. Potato had eyes for
each other, and finally they got married,
and had a little sweet potato, whom they

called 'Yam'.  Of course, they wanted the
best for Yam.  When it was time, they told
her about the facts of life.  They warned
her about going out and getting half-
baked, so she wouldn't get accidentally
mashed, and get a bad name for herself
like 'Hot Potato', and end up with a bunch
of Tater Tots.  Yam said not to worry, no
Spud would get her into the sack and
make a rotten potato out of her!  But on
the other hand she wouldn't stay home
and become a Couch Potato, either.  She
would get plenty of exercise so as not to
be skinny like her Shoestring cousins.
When she went off to Europe, Mr. and
Mrs. Potato told Yam to watch out for the
Hard Boiled guys from Ireland. And the
greasy guys from France called the
French Fries.  And when she went out
west, to watch out for the Indians, so she
wouldn't get scalloped. Yam said she
would stay on the straight and narrow and
wouldn't associate with those high class
Yukon Golds, or the ones from the other
side of the tracks who advertise their
trade on all the trucks that say, 'Frito Lay.
Mr. and Mrs. Potato sent Yam to Idaho P.
U. (that's Potato University) so that when
she graduated she'd really be in the
Chips. But in spite of all they did for her,
one day Yam came home and announced
she was going to marry Tom Brokaw.
Tom Brokaw! Mr. and Mrs. Potato were
very upset. They told Yam she couldn't
possibly marry Tom Brokaw because he's
just a..... . .
Are you ready for this? Are you sure?
Common Tater

***
CONFUCIUS SAY

Our greatest glory, is not in 
never falling,  but in getting up 

every time we do
***
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YOU COULD HAVE HEARD 
A PIN DROP

"�
���� ������� , an elderly Canadian
gentleman of 83, arrived in Paris by
plane. At French Customs, he took a few
minutes to locate his passport in his carry
on.  'You have been to France before,
monsieur?' the customs officer asked
sarcastically.  Mr. Whiting admitted that
he had been to France previously. Then
you should know enough to have your
passport ready.'  The Canadian said, ''The
last time I was here, I didn't have to show
it.  'Impossible;. Canadians always have
to show passports on arrival in France!'
.The Canadian senior gave the
Frenchman a long hard look. Then he
quietly explained,  ''Well, when I came
ashore on D-Day in 1944 to help liberate
this country, I couldn't find a single
Frenchmen to show a passport to.' 
You could have heard a pin drop. 

From Jack Walford
*** 

PEARL HARBOUR REMEMBRANCE
���� Toronto Fire Fighters
War Veterans’ Colour
Guard, The Toronto Civic
Honour Guard, the EMS
Colour Guard and some

legionnaires, all travelled to Buffalo, New
York on Sunday December 6th past, to
join with our American cousins in
remembering the nefarious sneak attack
on Pearl Harbour, on Sunday December
7th 1941, at approximately 0800 hours.
While the Japanese Ambassador to the
U.S. had been running around
Washington, assuring everyone who
would listen,”that Japan wanted peace”,
the Japanese Naval Strike Force had
been quietly sailing through the Pacific, to
within striking distance of the US Naval

and Military bases in Hawaii, with the
attack planned for early Sunday morning,
at a time when the unsuspecting
Americans were in their most lax state of
preparedness. After the attack, a
Japanese Admiral was quoted as saying
“I fear we have just awoken a sleeping
giant”.   The Americans suffered great
losses of men and equipment, but they
quickly recovered. The Sleeping Giant
was awake, and you know the rest.

***

DOES THIS MAKE SENSE
���  me see if I understand all this 
If you cross the North Korean border
illegally You get 12 years hard labour.
If you cross the Iranian Border illegally
you are detained indefinitely.
If you cross the Afghan Border
illegally,you get shot.
If you cross the Saudi Arabian border
illegally You will be jailed.
If you cross the Chinese Border illegally
you may never be heard from again.
If you cross the Venezuelan Border
illegally you will be branded a spy and
your fate will be sealed.
If you cross the Cuban Border illegally
you will be Thrown into political prison to
rot.
If you cross the Canadian Border illegally
you get a Job, a drivers license, Social
Security Card, welfare, food Stamps,
credit cards, Subsidized rent or a loan to
buy a house, free education, Free health
care, a lobbyist in Ottawa and in many
instances you can vote.  WOW!  (The
WOW belongs to the Editor).

From Cliff Craddock
***

The rush hour is when
traffic is at a standstill
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RITA WROTE
��� )��*�   It was wonderful to see
everyone at the Retired Firefighters'
Christmas Dinner. A lovely meal as
served, and the DJ did a tremendous job.
Al Edwards ..aka ERB -- (Ever Ready
Battery) kept the women hopping on the
dance floor, and John Lemieux did his
usual stuff: organizing and checking to
make sure everyone was having a good
time.  A lot of snow up here in the Great
White North. (Just to let the Snowbirds
know... thinking of you).  You're a terrific
bunch!  Wishing everyone a Very Merry
Christmas, and a Happy and Healthy New
Year.  Warmest Regards,     Rita Pepin.

***
THE SUN - The oldest settler in the west

***

THE CAPUTO’S SAY
 �����+���
��%� would
like to wish everyone a
very Merry Christmas
and a prosperous New

Year. Please keep your communication
lines open with us.   Our e-mail address
is: newvista@candw.ky   My chatline on
MSN is: jjooee70@hotmail.com  My
c h a t l i n e  o n  Y a h o o  i s :
joeoncayman2@yahoo.com  Our mailing
address is; P O Box 1997, Grand
Cayman, KY1-1104 Phone number is:
(345) 947-2347 (h)  My cell is: (345) 916-
7090  Carol's is: (345) 916-3236   We
wish you the best!  Joseph & Carol
Caputo aka Santa (with grandchildren
Joshua and Shemariah) Christy's
children. Joe Caputo
Editor’s Note : For the benefit of some of our
newer members, Joe Caputo was a North York
Fire Fighter who left the service a number of years
ago to live on Grand Cayman in the Bahamas

A GRANDFATHER AGAIN
������,������ is pleased to announce that
his Daughter and son-in-law, Cathleen
and Paul Squires are the proud parents of
a new daughter Sydney Squires.

***
MORE BLEEDING HISTORY

�����  is an old Hotel/Pub in Marble Arch,
London which used to have gallows
adjacent.  Prisoners were taken to the
gallows (after a fair trial of course) to be
hung.  The horse drawn dray, carting the
prisoner was accompanied by an armed
guard, who would stop the dray outside
the pub and ask the prisoner if he would
like ''ONE LAST DRINK''.  If he said YES
it was referred to as “ONE FOR THE
ROAD” If he declined, that prisoner was
“ON THE WAGON”.   From Bill Hudson

***
MONTHLY LUNCHEON

���  next luncheons will be Wednesday
February 10th 2010, and Wednesday
March 10th 2010 at the Mandarin
Restaurant. Woodbine Avenue,  

***
 A BUMPER STICKER
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ICE
� -  may stand for “In
Case Of Emergency” and is
a concept that should catch

on.  Many people carry cell phones and in
cases of accident or illness, they may
come into the hands of Emergency
Service providers, who at some point will
be attempting to notify next of kin or other
designated persons of the victims
situation.  The question becomes whom
to call from among the many names on
the phones directory?    If you listed the
name of the person to call under ICE (In
Case Of Emergency), the problem could
be solved.  If more than one person is to
be listed, Use ICE 1 and ICE 2 and so on.

***

THE CANADIAN FALLEN FIRE 
FIGHTERS MEMORIAL

���  Canadian Firefighters
Memorial (CFM) is to be a
memorial to all Canadian

firefighters who have died in the line of
duty including wild-land, full-time,
volunteer, military, airport and industrial.
This Memorial will be the only national
memorial to Canada's fallen firefighters. It
will be a place for ceremonies or
individual reflection to honour those who
have given their lives for communities
across Canada. The  intent is to create a
monument that will be a destination for all
visitors to the Capital.

A National Open Call for
Credentials for the design of an integrated
artwork and landscape for the Canadian
Firefighters Memorial will be issued in
February 2010.

The National Capital Commission,
which is responsible for major
commemorations in the nation’s capital,
allocated land for the CFM in the

LeBreton Flats area of Ottawa close to
the new War Museum, just to the west of
Parliament Hill. This area is significant in
the fire history of our nation’s capitol as it
is the area where the Ottawa-Hull
conflagration of 1900 crossed over from
Hull on the morning of April 26, 1900 after
destroying 1300 buildings. On the Ottawa
side of the river the fire razed 1400
buildings and killed seven. At the end of
the day the fire was stopped from
spreading downtown near the exact spot
the monument will be located.
The N.C.C. now has plans underway to
revitalize the area and include housing,
parkland, cultural institutions, open areas
for festivals and monuments including -
The Canadian Firefighters Memorial.

***

MILITARY HUMOUR
“Don't ever be the first, don't ever be the
last, and don't ever volunteer to do
anything.” – U.S. Navy Swabbie

*
Bravery is being the only one who knows
you're afraid." - David Hackworth

*
Flashlights are tubular metal containers
kept in a flight bag for the purpose of
storing dead batteries.” - Anonymous

***

WE HEARD FROM BARBARA
��� �������  I wonder if you would answer
me this question.  I had already e-mailed
the premier quite awhile ago. about the
HST.  A friend told me that they do not
pay any attention to e-mails.  I hope this is
not true.  I am in Florida. and doing real
well.  Have joined a card group so I am
kept busy.  Still miss Bob and probably
always will.  But good friends are really
the best.   Barb Maxwell
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DINNER & THEATRE NIGHT
The Herongate
T h e a t r e
p r e s e n t s
Nunsense II,
(The Second

Coming) and it starts six weeks after their
first benefit and the sisters are back
thanking everyone for their past support.
They get off to a roaring start....just before
chaos erupts!  The promoters assure you
that this show will fill you with the spirit of
comedy and laughter.  Hilarious!  Dinner
will be “prime rib” with the trimmings and
all for the price of $45.00.   .  Contact
John Lemieux at 416-225-3323.

***

YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS
���  Secretary of your Association sends
e-mails with news of member deaths and
other information to a considerable
number of members, whom at one time or
another, have provided him with e-mail
addresses.  Recently, a number of e-
mails have been returned to him,
indicating that a number of our members,
have not been providing the Secretary
with their new e-mail addresses.

***  

BAR CODES CAN BE INFORMATIVE
,��  codes can help you to know where
the product you are purchasing is made.
The first numbers are the indicators.
Here are a few.  Numbers 690 to 692 are
China, 00 to 09 the USA and Canada, 30
to 37 are France, 40 to 44 are Germany,
47 is Taiwan, 49 is Japan and 50 is the
UK. From Ernie Thorn

****

EDITOR’S COMMENTS

Items for the next newsletter should be in the
hands of the Editor, prior to March 1st 2010.

Charles Jennings
15 Hounslow Avenue, North York

Ontario, M2N 2A9
Tel 416-221-4253  -  Fax 416-221-7861

E-mail chj27@rogers.com 
***


